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growing directly or indirectly in large measure out of the special
restrictions and opportunities offered by the different environments
which the United States affords. The characteristic flavour of the
culture of New England or of the South has long been apparent,
but no less surely are other forms taking shape in the newer regions
of the Middle West, the prairie states, the South-West, California,
etc. A vast experiment in the influence of environment on culture
is thus going on, of the significance of which we are, as a rule, only
dimly conscious; an experiment in which from a single parent cul-
ture, not one but a whole series of new cultural types and subtypes
are being born. The process is nothing new, for it has been active
throughout human history and has been responsible in no small
degree for the variety of cultures which the world has known'*
(Dixon, The Building of Cultures^ p. 289). In so far as physical
environment conditions a culture configuration, there will be as
many such configurations as there are environments, and if the
United States is not a single environment, much less so is the West
or the East. Eastern and Western Civilizations are not, therefore,
correlated each with a particular physical environment.

It should also be noted that in so far as a culture configuration
is conditioned by an environment, a change in culture must be
preceded by a change in the environment. The damming of a river
and the creation of a lake is bound to bring about a change in the
culture configuration. If a change in culture is not accompanied by
a change in the physical environment it is apparent that there is no
correlation between the two. The physical environment of the
English people has not appreciably changed during, say, the last
two or three centuries; but the culture configuration has changed
considerably. The same seems to hold true of the culture configura-
tion in every culture-area.

Professor Ellsworth Huntington has postulated correlation be-
tween climate and civilization. And he comes to the conclusion that
"since similar resemblances between the distribution of sociological
and climatic conditions are found all over the world, there seems to
be no escape from the conclusion that diiaate sets die general pattern
for the distribution of a large share of the world's activities** (Davis